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The Bulgarian Connection: More Than the Pope Plot

Rome

Tt s interesuing (o se2 how neatly the ta-
hles are gelllng urned in regart to what
Uie pregs caiis the Bulganan connecuon.
Wihin & matter o weeks, Bulgeriz
somenow  begins ¢ emerge as the ag-
cmieved o Innocelt party. Jtahan judges
encaged In painsiaking invesugations ere
Cast as cunces or gupes (as suggestec by
\West German inielligence sources to the
New York Times!. Yun Andropov becomes
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the guijeless and apparently helpless vic-
wr of 2 conspiracy reaching from Moscow
tc Cla headquarnierc at Langlev, Va. (le
Monde's idez. in Paris;. The rea! villains
of the piece. suggests Lc Monde. are An-
dropov's arch-rivals in the Xremiin who,
with the CiA's help. are disseminating dis-
injormation throughou! beth the East and
Wes: 16 ""desiabilize’ the new Soviet lead-
ership.

That is 2 truly astonishing view of the
case.

The Bulgarian connection has to do with
thre¢ separale and sinister operations in
the Wes' which have been traced direcily
to the Bulgarian secret service. They
are:
1; The mos: colossil smuggling ring un-
covered In our time, dolng & multi-billion-
gollar, two-way trade 1 heroir and arms
between the Midcle East and Westerr: Eu-
rope.
pze' The use of a compromisec Italian la-

bor leager to infilirate (and possibly ma-
nipulate) ltaly's Red Brigades, spy on Po-
lang's Solidarity an¢ help out in 2 proposed
plot tc assassinate lLech Walesa.

31 The plot to kill the pope.

Three Italian judges. each of impecca-
bie swanding. hacd collected mosi of the
damrmung evidence on Bulgaria while
Brezhnev was still alive and Andropov was
sill head of the KGB. supervising his Bul-
garien subalterns. That may be an awk-
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A mass of evidence in Judge Palermo’s
hands showec that: The ring's big deals
were almost invarizbly made ai the Cafe
Berlin and Hotel Vitosha in Sofia, the Bul-
carian capital, @ major role was played by
the Turkish arms Mafia operating in Sofia
under the direct contro) of the Bulgarian
secret service, and the smuggled goods
were passing freely through Bulgariz with-
out customs control. Of ali the countries
asked 1o help in Judge Palermo’s investi-
galion, Bugaria alone refused.

Judge Ferdinando Imposimato has been
investigating the ben! Italian labor leader,
Luigi Scricciolo since General Dozier was
kidnapped by the Red Brigades last winter.
Director of the Socialist labor federation,
UTL. Scricciolo was fingered by his cousin
Loris after the jatter's arrest as a Red
Brigadier duning the Dozer affarr. His
steadiasi Genials iasted from February un-
ti) Ju'y, when he confessed 1o baving been
& Bulgarian agent since 1877

Litwve by littie. Scricciolo has added de-
iails. admitting that he had participated in
Red Brigage summit meetings and served
as therr liaison with the Bulgarians. Some
weeks ago, he also admitted that his Bul-
earian control had asked him to help ar-
range for Lech Walesz's assassination gur-
ing the latter's visit to Rome last January.
He refused, he said.

Judge Ilariv Martella has been investi-

—he e tha wbtmsmmt o Prame Tebae Pile B

-

Since Septemnber 1881. Exceptionally metic- .

ujous, cautious and correct, his -refusal to
leak a word on his findings bas maddened

~ many a reporter, myself included. As I

ward fact, now that he has taken Brezh- °

nev's place, but it is a fact all the same.

Judge Cario Palermo had spent two
" years investigating the dope-and-gun ring
in the Italian north. Over 200 gangsters of
assoried nationality were arrested when he
cracked down late last November. Their
heromn supply had been coming from Syria
and Turkey through Bulgaria to the West,
mostly in sealed trucks. The smuggied
wezapons —everyvthing from Browning auto-
matics and hand grenades to Colt helicop-
ters and Leopard tanks—had gone back
easl either by sea or overland through Bul-
cana agdin, w Syria, Irag, lran, various
Paiesurian formaoons and Turkish terror
ists of both the right and left.

have Jearned in my own vear-long search
in this case, however, there were clues

pointing toward Bulgaria trom the start

Severa! were provided by the Pope's
would-be assassin. Mehmet Ali Agcz, in his
earliest interrogation immediately 2zfter

. the attack on May 13, 1981. By the follow-

ing Dec. 29 hd had begun to make 2 fuller
confession to the ltalian secret service. By
jast May he was talking a blue streak to
Judge Martella during a weekiong second
interrogation. Soon afterward, Juage Mar-
tells issued his first order of arrest tor 2
Turkish accomplice, Omer Bagci, who was
promptly found by the Swiss police and ex-
tradited to ltaly. But the judge waited five
maonths before issuing arrest warrants for
three other Turks and two Bulgarians. (A
third Bulgarian he waned was protected

by dipiomatic immunity, and bad skipped

the country .anyway.)

One of the Turks was Bekig Celenk, an
fllustrious godfather of the Turkish arms
Mafia, accused of introducing Agea to the
Bulgarian secret service in Sofia, and of of-
fering him three million West German
marks to ¥} the pope. Celenk was .living
freely in Munich, where he bad just
founded an ‘“‘export-import™ company.
wher he learned of Martella's warrant and
flew straight 10 Soha.

STAT

The arrested Buigarian, Serchei An-

tonov. had been assisian! manager of his

coLntry’s siate airhne in Rome. The Bui-
garian embassy cashier Vessilievi Xolev,
also sough: by Martelia. hud already iaken
of! for home. Both were igertifiec by Agce,
along with the absen: third Bulgarian. To
dor Ayvazov, when the Italian secrei ser-
vice showed him z large album of assoried
photographs. (Sericciclo had identified an-
other three Bulgarians trom the same al-
bum.)

The proof of Buigaria's guilt in the piot
to kill the pope 4s much 100 complex 1o ex-
plain in a couple of newspaper paragraphs.

Italy's civilian and military secret services

pronounced the proof conclusive ai 2 re-
cell suwmmit meeting. Prime Minster Far-
fani bas said this was now a matier of fac:,
no Jonger of speculation. Socialisi Defense
Munister Lagorio has told parhamept that
the “Bulgarian ria) arouses and justthes
the gravest preoccupation.’ .

Judge Mariella himseli will revea) noth-
ing more until he is ready to go 1o trial.
But nobody who has watcbed him work
could believe that his accusations against
Bulgaria were based on the word of Meb-
me: Al Agca alone. 1t is peculiarly offen-
sive, furthermore. 10 insinuate thai this se-
verely scrupulous judge would heve acted
under political pressure from Washingtlon
or Rome. Co

Tha! said, the question remains of what
on earth lialy and 1ts Westiern allies are
supposec to do now. The erormity of the
charges makes any conventiona! response
Jook silly. Does Italy merely break off dip-
jomatic relations with Bulgariz because it
trie to eliminate the beac of the Catholic
Church? What does President Reagan do
when and if be comes face to face with the
present ruler of the Soviet Union, who had
presided over the KGB when it must have
given the nod 1o the Pope's would-be-assas-
sins? ‘ Co .

The one thing one hopes the West will
not do'is give in to understandable tempta-
tion, and try sweeping it all under the rug.
Its preference for discreet silence during &
decade or ynore of Soviet support for imer-

pational terrorism has simply encouraged

bigger and bolder assaults culminating in
what Premier Fanfani has calied “the

gravest act of destabilization the world has

seen for 60 years." Since silence has gotten

us mowhere, why not at Jeast try the dis-
suasive - force of public exposure?

Claire Sterling, a writer who lives in
Rome, is working on a book aboul-the Agce
case. ..
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